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"A very small proportion in this division are habitually underfed."
Mr. Bays, officiating Commissioner for Sitapur Division, records particulars obtained from twenty families taken at random:
"Nineteen shillings, twopence or less than five dollars per annum for each adult.
"Nine shillings, sixpence, or less than two and a half dollars per annum for each child."
He is of the opinion that this is sufficient to keep them in good health, and adds: "For some reasons, it is not desirable at present that the standard of comfort should be very materially raised."
Mr. Irwin, Deputy Commissioner of Rae Barali, says:
"The mass of the agricultural population, in ordinary times, and the elite always, get enough to eat; but there is a considerable minority in bad seasons who feel the pinch of hunger, and a small minority . . . suffer from chronic hunger, except just at harvest time when grain is plentiful, and easily to be had. I do not understand that the indigent town population are intended to be included in this enquiry. There can be no doubt that they suffer much more than the agricultural classes for want of food, especially the unfortunate purdah-nashin women, and indeed, men too, of good and impoverished families, who have sunk in the world, who are ashamed to beg, and live on the remnants of their property and whom every rise in prices hits cruelly hard. For such people dear grain means starvation, while to the producer, it of course imeans increased value of the produce."
Mr. G. Toynbee, C.S.L., former Member of the Viceroy's Council and Senior Member of the Board of Revenue, said:
"The conclusion to be drawn is that of the agricultural population, 40 per cent, are insufficiently fed, to say nothing of clothing and housing. They have enough food to support life and enable them to work, but they have to undergo long fasts, having for a considerable part of the year to satisfy themselves with one full meal a day."
Grierson's statistics, summed up in The Pioneer, in 1893, state: "Briefly, it is that all persons of the labouring classes, and ten per cent, of the cultivating and artisan classes, or 45 per cent, of the total population are insufficiently fed, or housed, or both. It follows that nearly one hundred millions of people in British India are living in extreme poverty."
The Punjab is supposed to be one of the most prosperous provinces of India. Mr. Thorburn, Member of the Punjab Commission, one-time Financial Commissioner, says of the agriculturists of that province in his book entitled, The Punjab in Peace and War:
"It is worthy of note that the whole revenue of the Punjab,